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Contribution of LTO Nederland regarding the notification for the Legislative proposal by members Holman and Grinwis in the context of Directive (EU) 2015/1535. (Notification Nr. 2026/0068/NL) 
LTO Nederland is Dutch Agriculture and Horticulture Organization, representing over 30.000 farmers and growers from the Netherlands. LTO has taken note of the notification on the Legislative proposal by members Holman and Grinwis amending the Fertilisers Act (Meststoffenwet), Environment and Planning Act (Omgevingswet) and Economic Offences Act (Wet op de economische delicten – WED) in connection with the introduction of land-based dairy farming, the designation of social agricultural areas and responsible fertiliser disposal.
LTO Nederland emphasizes that the notification procedure under Directive (EU) 2015/1535 has the sole objective to prevent the creation of trade barriers and to ensure compatibility of national legislation with internal market principles. Member States are obliged to inform the European Commission of any draft technical regulation before its adoption in line with this Directive. We therefore consider that any assessment by the European Commission of this legislative proposal, if undertaken at all, should be limited to the scope and purpose of Directive (EU) 2015/1535.
However, regardless of the limited scope of the notification procedure, LTO Nederland considers the notification of this legislative proposal to be premature. The proposal concerns an initiative proposal introduced by individual members of the Dutch Parliament and does not necessarily reflect a parliamentary majority. Moreover, there has been no clear indication that the legislative process will be pursued further or completed. Since the introduction of the proposal, parliamentary elections have taken place and a new government has assumed office, after which no further substantive steps have been taken regarding this initiative proposal.
In the context of the national discussions surrounding this initiative proposal, LTO Nederland has already expressed far-reaching concerns during the national public consultation process. 
These comments are available in Dutch here.
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